
Inspection of Rough Common Pre-
School
Village Hall, 137 Rough Common Road, Canterbury CT2 9BS

Inspection date: 18 March 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The managers at the pre-school have put in place exceptionally supportive settling-
in procedures that are tailored to meet the children's individual needs. For instance, 
they offer home visits to help staff build relationships with families. Staff continue 
this attention to detail and implement highly supportive transitions for children 
moving through the pre-school and on to school. Children and babies form close 
bonds with the nurturing and attentive staff. The children feel safe and confidently 
explore the extensive range of activities staff have provided for them. For example, 
they explore the textures of real fruit and vegetables as they play in the role-play 
area. Staff enable children to develop their social skills as they engage in 
imaginative play.

Staff plan an ambitious, sequenced curriculum that helps children to make strong 
progress in their learning and development. This planning ensures that children 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), and those with English as 
an additional language, receive the support they need.

Children have access to a wide range of experiences that help them develop and 
practise their physical skills. For example, older children use tyres and crates to 
build an obstacle course. They are kind and take turns with friends as they 
confidently climb and balance along the crates. Staff make strong use of praise as 
they assist younger children to navigate the gaps in the tyres. They help babies to 
climb the slide and negotiate the space around them as they develop their 
coordination and muscle strength.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff offer children a wealth of experiences to investigate textures through 
sensory exploration. For example, the older children measure flour and other 
ingredients into a bowl as they use trial and error to make play dough. Babies 
explore different materials, such as rice and sand. They scoop and use their 
hands to pour the materials into pots to develop their fine motor skills. Staff 
reinforce actions with corresponding words as the babies fill and empty the 
containers. They give children plenty of time to respond to questions and think 
about what they want to say. Staff encourage the children to talk about past 
events to reinforce learning and support children's communication and language 
skills.

n The provider and staff meticulously track and monitor each child's progress. The 
staff have an in-depth knowledge of children's interests and stage of 
development. They use this information to plan high-quality learning experiences 
for all children, including those with SEND and those with English as an 
additional language. The provider works closely with other agencies to support 
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children and their families. They have made good use of additional funding to 
buy extra resources. For instance, they have purchased outdoor equipment to 
further enhance children's engagement with outdoor learning.

n Learning about the local community is a high priority at the pre-school. Staff 
take children on regular outings to learn about where they live. The children 
particularly enjoy outings to the forest school to play and explore in the woods. 
Staff provide children with opportunities to take managed risks in their play as 
they investigate and explore their environment. For instance, the children work 
as a team as they embark on a worm hunt. The children take turns lifting the 
tree stumps and use their magnifying glass to look for any worms and insects 
hiding underneath. The staff teach the children about how to care for the 
environment and make sure they return the stumps to their original positions 
after their search is complete.

n The provider ensures that staff receive a diverse range of training opportunities. 
They carry out regular supervision meetings to support staff in their roles and 
monitor their well-being. Staff work well as a team and have a clear 
understanding of children's next steps. They skilfully use this information to plan 
a range of experiences.

n During some adult-led activities, staff do not consistently support the most able 
children to help extend their knowledge and skills. At these times, some children 
do not benefit as fully as possible from the activity.

n The staff have established excellent partnerships with parents. Staff make 
focused use of handover times to exchange information with parents about their 
children's day. They recognise the importance of a good two-way exchange of 
information. For instance, they use the children's online assessment records to 
send messages and photos and encourage parents to add photos from home. 
Parents speak highly about the nurturing staff and state that they receive regular 
information about activities and their child's progress.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n extend further good teaching practices and children's learning by providing 
higher levels of challenge to the most able children.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY479989

Local authority Kent

Inspection number 10372216

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 46

Number of children on roll 62

Name of registered person Rough Common Pre-School Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP533857

Telephone number 07519 542054

Date of previous inspection 5 April 2019

Information about this early years setting

Rough Common Pre-School registered in 2014. The pre-school is situated in the 
village hall in Rough Common, near Canterbury, Kent. The pre-school opens on 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, from 8am to 4.30pm, and on 
Wednesdays, from 8am to 3pm. It operates during term-time only. The pre-school 
provides government funded early education places for children aged from nine 
months to four years. The provider employs 14 members of childcare staff. Of 
whom, 12 staff hold a relevant early years qualification at level 2 or above. One 
member of staff has achieved a level 6 qualification. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sara Garrity
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Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The provider and the manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and 
talked to the inspector about their curriculum and what they want the children to 
learn. 

n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager.
n Staff and children spoke with the inspector at appropriate times throughout the 

inspection. 
n The inspector spoke to parents and read letters of reference to take account of 

their views about the service they receive. 
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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